
PCLA MINUTES SEPT. 17, 2024

Dave Harris convened the meeting at 6:38 p.m. He introduced Erin Emington, an
Environmental Quality Analyst from the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and
Energy (EGLE). She talked about the Water Resources Program, which covers wetlands.
Wetlands are defined by hydrology, soil and vegetation, and are designated according to the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ manual guidelines. Wetlands are usually low-lying or flat areas.
The ground will be soggy, have standing water, and have black, peaty soil. It is often near a
pond, lake, or stream. Trees will have a shallow root system and may be tipped over.
Properties that are wetlands will fail a Perc test for septic.

One misconception about identifying wetlands is that an absence of cattails means the property
can’t be a wetland. Another is that trees can’t grow in a wetland. Wetlands can dry up in the
summer. A permit is required for dredging, draining, filling, maintaining a use, or development.

Most wetlands are regulated if they fall into these categories:
1. Five acres or larger
2. Located within 500 feet of a lake, stream, or pond (one acre of permanent, open water)
3. Wetlands have a surface water connection to a lake, stream or pond
4. EGLE has determined that the wetland is essential to preservation of the state’s natural

resources
The Wetland Identification Program includes a site visit with a wetland delineation service. A
pre-application meeting is the official request to meet with EGLE staff to discuss a project. In
order to get a permit, the project must avoid impacts, minimize impacts, or mitigate impacts that
can’t be avoided or minimized. There is three-tiered permitting:, except for exempt activities,
like utility lines

1. General permits, like boardwalks
2. Minor projects, like access roads through the wetland
3. Public notice projects

A permit will not be issued unless it can be shown that there is no disruption. The link to the
information on wetlands is www.michigan.gov/wetlands. There is a map viewer, pre-application
meeting request for WIP, and a private wetland consultant.

If you need to submit a complaint, go to the general Complaint Form.

Emmet County just incorporated the Wet Map into its website.
Some Federal laws have changed about wetlands recently through the SCOTUS.

Hand outs were made available about different topics related to wetlands.

GENERAL MEETING

Secretary- it was decided to table the reading of the minutes until October’s meeting.

http://www.michigan.gov/wetlands


Treasurer-John distributed a list of the members who didn’t renew. The board will write a letter
to contact them. The board was surprised about the large list of non-renewed members. John
thought it would be good to keep the same slate of officers for one more year. It was moved (?),
and John D. seconded. All approved. John B. said that we could move it to the agenda for the
spring. He suggested that we put off committee assignments until the October meeting. All
agreed.

Dave said that he called Marty to thank her and apologize for not recognizing her at the annual
meeting. Dave Colaw offered to take over for Marty, but she will mentor him. The board agreed
for him to chair the Watershed Committee.

Communications-Gail relayed her conversation with Marty. The phragmites stand was checked
by Marty on Sept. 14. The new, emergent plants she saw were native and not abundant. There
is no need to treat them, but she will monitor them. Marty has met with Dave and informed him
of her activities.

Wayne said that Ray had a stroke last week on Saturday, but he is recuperating and will be
tested. He can speak and move. Audrey is taking care of him. Both of them got covid after this
happened. Cards and emails and visits are welcome.

Jeremy from the Northwest Health Department said that testing through 8-5 was negative for
human and bovine fecal matter.

Dave adjourned the meeting at 8:03 p.m.


