PCLA MINUTES 11/28/23

Dave Harris convened the meeting at 6:47 p.m. Those present were Dave, Chuck Kneese,
John Brockschmidt, John Dolansky, Gail May, Lisa Pulaski, Ron Kardosh, Mary Netzky, and
Wayne Blomberg. Absent were Ana Schwab and Marty Walker.

Dave welcomed everyone with holiday greetings. He reviewed that we had dealt with the issues
of the lock and other topics on the agenda. Dave sent out the holiday email that was written by
Lisa. He thanked John B. for setting up the Zoom meeting.

Secretary

Mary said that Gail had alerted her to one correction about the Tip of the Mitt abbreviation,
which was made. John D. moved that the minutes be accepted, and Gail seconded. All
approved.

Treasurer
John D. said that there were no new transactions since the last meeting.

Watershed

Marty was absent, so Gail reported that Mark Harrison received the phragmites payment. Doug
and Mary Fry removed the plants with the beetles, and we will evaluate if they are needed next
year. However, the contract has already been signed for next year.

Fish/Wildlife

Burt Lake had a survey done this year which was forwarded to us by John B. The survey was
done to count the number of fry and walleye in the lake. Wayne said that Little Traverse Bay
Band Tribe usually does a survey of Pickerel and Crooked Lakes in cooperation with the DNR.
Only the counting of young walleye has been done recently, though. A survey was done to see
how many fish were seeded or natural.

Ron asked about treatment for lamprey. Wayne said that male lampreys were being sterilized in
the Maple, Pigeon, and Sturgeon Rivers. He talked about repairs to the lock in Cheboygan and
its effect on the water level in Mullett Lake, which was being monitored, but not on Burt Lake.

Tip of the Mitt

Chuck looked into the survey of septic/sewer on the lakes, but it was up to PCLA to decide what
to do about the survey or a follow-up interview. Ron said that there was a study in Mullett about
the chlorine level in the water near the highway, though none of the nearby towns are large
enough to warrant testing. Chuck offered to bring up the topic with TOM. John B. wondered
what use that would be to PCLA. John D. said that we first need to look at the results of the
previous 2012 survey. If no new sewers were installed, is it worth the money to do another
survey?



Gail thought that previous surveys had been done, and the reports would be at the Inland
Waterway Museum. Dave Harris remembers the past report and felt that people resented the
survey. It may be that we could pursue the survey in 2024 and use the 2012 survey as a
baseline, but be careful about possible reactions. Gail said that we should focus on water
quality. Ron would like to know how the water quality is and how to improve it. Chuck would
like to see incremental improvement, with one step at a time. Gail said that if we start the study
in 2024, then the report won’t be done until 2025. Chuck thought that there might be a lot of
new riparian owners since 2012 who may have new interest in water quality. Dave said that he
wants our projects to be driven by board interest and input. John B. questioned the value of the
survey vs. education. Wayne asked if anyone remembers whether effects on the lake were
greater from greenbelts vs. septic vs. road salt. Some people may have responded to the 2012
survey negatively due to the possibility of expense. John D. said that TOM would have good
information about the biggest threats to the lake water quality. Chuck reminded us that Ana has
expertise in septic pollution. Dave said that we should look at this for next year.

Communication

Dave asked who would volunteer to write an email about the lock and money spent on its repair.
John B. volunteered to do that, but needed to know how much information would be included.
Dave would like to make sure that board members put their names on reports in emails. Chuck
reminded us of a Lock Consortium public meeting at 4:00 p.m. on Dec. 12. He thought that the
meeting notice should be in the email.

Dave commented that he was happy with Jule’s help on emails. He will communicate and
coordinate with Crooked Lake Yacht Club for PCLA promotion in the future.

Noah and Andrea at TOM are working on a letter which will be included in the membership
letter.

Mary reported that TOM said all of its subsidy amounts for lakeshore restoration had been used.

Dave asked when we wanted to meet again. Gail suggested April, but John B. said March.
Chuck agreed with March. John D. said March but not December. Dave reminded us that any
response to Google Groups will go to all. He said that our next meeting will be March 26 at 6:30
p.m. on Zoom. Any extra meetings would be called by an officer. Emails are keeping us up to
date. We will wait for the email from John B. about the lock before the Dec. 12 Lock Consortium
meeting.

Dave asked for closing comments, but there were only holiday well-wishes. Meeting was
adjourned at 7:35 p.m.



