
PCLA MINUTES ANNUAL MEETING 8/22/23

Dave Harris opened the meeting at 6:41 p.m. He thanked Crooked Lake Yacht Club for
providing the venue. Dave introduced himself and described that our board usually has twelve
members. All members are voting members. Presently, there is a vacancy on the board. All of
the additional members introduced themselves: Mary Netzky, Marty Walker, Wayne Blomberg,
John Brockschmidt, Gail May, Ron Kardosh, John Dolansky, and Dave Droste. Linda Oelke
was absent. Dave H. pointed out a few of our past board members in attendance: Dudley
Marvin, Ray McMullen, and Roger Winslow. He explained that PCLA is an all volunteer
non-profit organization and thanked everyone for attending. The minutes from June were not
available for review since the secretary Mary Netzky was absent for that meeting.

Treasurer’s Report
John Dolansky gave the annual treasurer's report for 2022, reporting that the financial health of
PCLA is currently strong and that the bulk of our funds is being held as a contingency against
possible significant expenses. The combination of our Land Protection Fund and our General
Fund were used to support the Little Traverse Conservancy’s purchase of property between
Crooked and Pickerel Lakes along the shore of The Black Hole Nature Preserve. The total
spent was $78,243, and PCLA spent $2806 on other programs, including our Water Quality and
Education and Safety programs. We also spent $4,222 on membership and administrative
related expenditures, such as efforts to retain and expand our membership base. Revenue from
members in 2022 totaled $36,675. As of December 2022, there were 334 dues paying
members, including 320 individual members and 14 business members.

PCLA has also received $37,000 in dues since the beginning of 2023. This report is also
available on our website, Pickerel-CrookedLakes.org.

Watershed Report
Marty Walker thanked all attendees and all members for helping to keep our lakes healthy.
There are over 20 people who volunteer for 12 different areas to monitor for invasive species.
Many board members are also monitors. Though many lake residents observe lots of water
plants, most of them are native which have become overgrown because of clearness of the
water and extra fertilizer. PCLA volunteers cannot clear native plants, we do monitor and treat
invasive plants, such as Eurasian milfoil, curly leaf pondweed, and phragmites, but areas
treated are minimal and under control. Three treatments by Clearwater Management were done
on June 7, July 12, and August 16. We are grateful to the Windjammer Association and
Crooked Lake Yacht Club for treating their area for Eurasian milfoil. Another invasive plant on
dry land is purple loosestrife. Blooms can be cut, sealed in plastic bags, and thrown in the trash
to prevent its spread. Though there is an aquatic approved chemical to treat purple loosestrife,
it is very expensive and has to be very carefully applied. It is important to tell neighbors about
purple loosestrife and encourage them to cut the blooms. For larger areas that can’t be reached
because they are marshy, such as ones near the Crooked Lock, PCLA released bio-control
beetles that eat the leaves . However, it takes about two years for the beetles to establish a
population to hopefully kill the loosestrife. Doug and Mary Fry have been instrumental in



helping to place the beetles. There is some algae on the lakes but not the toxic kind. The
mission of PCLA is to educate the public by sending out emails informing of good practices.
Articles and website links are in the emails.

Wayne thinks there is invasive wild rice in Crooked River and has reported it, though there is no
response yet. Marty and Gail gave the Crooked River Club some contact information for
reporting. Wayne showed examples of different water plants, such as coontail and Eurasian
milfoil. E. milfoil collapses when brought out of the water, but coontail does not. If found in the
lake, the top should be clipped off, but not pulled out by the roots. Marty gave special thanks to
Ray and Dudley for spending so many years monitoring invasive plants. John B. also helped
more recently. Dave H. reminded attendees of the danger of the spread of E. milfoil, like in
ParadiseLake. One member asked if there was help from professionals or from the state for
invasives. Marty said that Tip of the Mitt has been very responsive to help with treatment. Ray
said that PCLA tries to treat invasives itself because it is far less expensive. Dudley said that
the DNR has given lots of information and help to PCLA. Our members can get help if needed,
but we would prefer to keep costs to a minimum. Dave H. encouraged everyone to take
samples of any weeds that are of concern.

Communications Report
Dave H. explained that MailChimp is an email communication process. Gail thanked everyone
for coming and participating. PCLA fulfills its goal of educating and communicating consistently
with its members, lake users, and large community by using various kinds of social media, the
PCLA website, MailChimp, and Facebook. An annual membership mailing is sent in the month
of March. Board members attend lake related organization meetings and have a liaison with the
Tip of the Mitt. The PCLA board believes it is important to have a positive relationship with the
townships and county.

Our website has a wealth of information about topics of interest to lake users, contact
information, and is continually updated. There are six tabs: Home Page, About, Join Us,
Valuable Information, PCLA Board, and Contact Us. Over 700 membership letters were sent in
the March annual membership mailing, which included a trifold PCLA membership brochure,
and a letter of a relative lake subject matter. There are 311 memberships: 308 individuals and
8 businesses. Each year, the goal is to increase our membership in order to promote the PCLA
mission, and send out emails to both members and non-members. PCLA makes lock schedule
stickers and keychains.

Election
PCLA board directors serve a three year term. Every annual meeting, there are four directors
who come up for renewal. Linda Oelke and Dave Droste have decided not to run again. Dave
was on the board for fifteen years, and Linda was on the board for seven years, serving for
three years as the TOM liaison. John B. reported that there were no write-in candidates and
three people were on the ballot. The results showed that Dave H. and Mary Netzky received a
unanimous vote for re-election to the board. Lisa Pulaski was elected as the new director
unanimously, too. Oliver Schwab had resigned, so he needed to be replaced as director. John



B. nominated Ana Schwab to fill his position, and she also received a unanimous vote. There is
still one more open seat on the board, for which there must be another nomination.

Lisa Pulaski has lived outside of Ponshewaing since 2007, and is so glad to live on the water.
Ana also lives in Ponshewaing and is a water quality attorney. The board thanked Oliver for all
the work he has done for PCLA. Elections were closed.

The meeting was opened up to general member comments. Oliver said there were PCLA
placards and license plates available for sale on one of the tables.

One of the members asked about using mats on weeds in the lake. Marty said that we use
mats on invasive plants, not native weeds. Dave D. encouraged natural shorelines, but riparian
owners can put mats on the weeds in the water as long as they don't impact the shoreline.
Owners were also reminded to only use lawn fertilizer which does not contain phosphorus, in
order to prevent algal blooms. PCLA board members were encouraged to join the Crooked
Lake Yacht Club, and Yacht Club members were encouraged to participate in PCLA.

Ray shared that about 70% of the lake shore is developed, and land owners should make more
of their lakeshore into a green belt. John B. said that TOM is promoting Michigan shoreline
protection. Dave H. said that more owners are installing a green belt with shoreline planting.
Dudley thanked our water quality monitors, the Schwabs and the Fowlers.

Greg Warner was a great help to PCLA in recruiting new members, but has retired. Dave H.
was recruited by Greg.

Mary mentioned that there was concern about E. Coli warnings on the lake and that it was often
caused by geese droppings and the wind pushing the polluted water toward the shore . One
member asked about a possible connection with the itch. Mary said that waterfowl are carriers
of the itch, but the itch is not related to the presence of E. Coli.

Dave H. thanked and complimented everyone for all of their help and support of the
organization. John D. thanked Dave D. for his years of service and Dudley for leading our
organization so well for so many years. Ron Kardosh said he was glad to be a new member of
the board. Dave welcomed Lisa and Ana to the board.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:02 p.m.


