
The presence of harmful algal blooms (HABs) was confirmed on Crooked
Lake in summer 2021. Why is this a big deal? HABs can harm human and

animal health. They’ve been known to kill pets and livestock. Simple
actions can help reduce the nutrients that feed blooms. Read on to find

out how you can work to combat the spread of HABs. 
 

A N  I M P O R T A N T  A N N O U N C E M E N T  A B O U T
W A T E R  Q U A L I T Y  O N  Y O U R  L A K E

 

damage the liver, kidneys, and digestive
system
irritate the respiratory system
sicken or kill animals that swim in or
drink from a bloom.
cause skin rashes or blisters

What are HABs?
HABs are a kind of blue-green algae that,
under the right conditions, can form a
bloom on the surface of the lake and
produce a toxin called microcystin. If
ingested, the toxin can: 

tend to occur in summer or fall
can vary in color, from green to
blue, white, purple, or red.
Crooked Lake blooms have been
blueish-green. 
look like pea soup or a paint spill
on the water’s surface
form mats or look like gobs of
algae floating in the water
smell like grass clippings or
rotting garbage

HABs identification
Harmful blooms:
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If you see something that looks like a HAB, refrain from swimming in,
fishing near, or letting pets come in contact with the growth. 

Grow a buffer of deep-rooted native plants 

Pump and maintain your septic tank. A leaky tank can release
nutrients into the lake that feed algal blooms. The Northwest
Michigan Department of Health recommends septic system
maintenance every two to three years. 
Avoid the use of fertilizers on lakefront properties, or make
sure to follow the directions when applying. Fertilizer, which
can wash into lakes with stormwater, fuels harmful algal blooms.
Do not apply when it’s raining or when rain is anticipated. Use
only phosphorus-free formulations. Better yet, reduce the area of
lawn and other landscaping that requires fertilizers altogether.  

What can you do about HABs?
Blooms occur in calm, warm water with an abundance of nutrients,
which often come from human sources. There are many ways for
lake residents to stop feeding HABs on Pickerel-Crooked Lakes:

       at the shoreline to help stormwater absorb 
       into the ground. Shallow-rooted grasses 
       and paved surfaces can allow stormwater 
       with nutrient-rich pollutants, such as 
       pet waste, to wash directly into the lake. 

Who should you contact if you suspect a harmful algal bloom?
Remember, algae are a normal part of a lake environment. Algal
blooms need to be tested to confirm the presence of the microcystin
toxin. It is not safe for you to collect a bloom sample on your
own. If you suspect a harmful algal bloom, contact the Michigan
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy Environmental
Assistance Center at 1-800-662-9278 or AlgaeBloom@michigan.gov. 

 
 
 Thank you for helping us protect Pickerel-Crooked Lakes and their

watershed! For more information about how to protect our lakes,
streams, wetlands, and groundwater, visit

www.watershedcouncil.org and www.pickerel-crookedlakes.org.




